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Good to Know! 

The Types of the 65c Airmail Stamp on grilled paper 
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in December 2013 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 This is an interesting stamp, so much 

so that in 1979 Zumstein published a study by 

Peter Sager entitled “Der Blaue Ikarus” (I 

believe this is still on sale today at 

Zumstein’s) in which the author tabulates the 

various printings, including the even more 

interesting 10c overprints (Z.22).  However for 

today I only want to make you aware how best 

to distinguish the two main types of this 

stamp, and although there are a number of minor variations between the types, the generally accepted and 

easiest-to-see differences are in the fine horizontal underprint lines in the lettering HELVETIA. 

TYPE I: The topmost line inside the second “E” continues in the form of two dots or short dashes 

underneath the crossbar of the letter “T”.  Inside the letter “V” there are eight lines, including the 

lowest which is really just a dot. The underprint lines are relatively fine and thin.  Zumstein 

Airmail 10z, S.G. 325a.  All 65c Airmails on ordinary paper (Z.10, S.G. 325, Scott C10) are also 

Type I.   

TYPE II: The two dots or short dashes just below the crossbar of the letter “T” are absent, and 

inside the letter “V” there are only seven shading lines.  The underprint lines are generally thicker 

than in type I.  Zumstein Airmail 10z II, unlisted by S.G. or Scott. 

 That is the theory, but there are pitfalls.  For a start, eight of the 25 stamps in the Type I 

sheets show only one dot or dash below the “T” crossbar, not two, always  on the right of the 

downstroke of the “T”. Then there are the colour shifts.  The registration of  (continued on page 13) 
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Switzerland on Display 

at Seapex 2018 
The AHPS had its annual convention in Seattle at 

SEAPEX, which is discussed elsewhere in this is-

sue.  We were well represented with 11 Swiss ex-

hibits on display.  Results of these exhibits are as 

follows: 

Reserve Grand Award – George Struble 

“SCADTA Mail to and from Switzerland” 

One Frame Grand – Michael Peter “The Stones 

of a Swiss Classic – The Light Blue Rayon I” 

 (Continued on page 11) 

 

President’s Message 
SEAPEX 2018 

 What could be better than having a nation-

al APS World Series show with 53 frames of Swiss 

exhibits?  We should be proud of 

our participation at these shows 

because organizers know they can 

count on the AHPS to deliver excel-

lent exhibits.  [See awards report] 

 The AHPS society table ap-

peared to have numerous members 

sitting and talking about Swiss 

stamps, cover, trips, etc, etc.  It was 

great to have a space allocated for 

us to meet and talk in an informal 

manner. 

 Sixteen members at-

tended our General Meeting.  After 

a short round of introductions our 

group was treated to a demonstra-

tion of the iodine/starch test on 1 

Franc Strubels by Dr John Barrett.  This test is 

significant because it enables the collector to dis-

tinguish the two papers used for printing the 1 

Franc stamp, Munich or Zürich.  Starch was a 

component in the Zürich paper, thus showing a 

positive response to iodine.  (All cantonals are on 

non-starch paper, if they test blue, they are fake.)  
And to all those who considered Seattle too far to 

travel, note that John camped all the way from 

Mississippi to Seattle and re-

turned in similar fashion.  He 

told of the wonderful scenery in 

both Yellowstone and the Grand 

Coulee region of Eastern Wash-

ington.  He also visited the Olym-

pic Peninsula. 

 After the demonstration, a 

tour of Swiss exhibits was con-

ducted by our AHPS exhibitors.  I 

think this was one of the high-

lights of the weekend.  To obtain 

inside information and be able to 

ask questions of the exhibitors 

was truly educational.  The im-

portant point learned was the diversity of topics 

collected and exhibited.  We saw everything from 

single framers to 10 framers.  I 

personally think it should be a 

goal of all collectors to put to-

gether an exhibit of something.  

One discovers quickly what is 

missing from a collection, which 

means time is better spent look-

ing for specific items rather than 

just adding duplication to a col-

lection.  The primary challenge 

then is to organize and to tell a 

story.  It could be argued that a 

slightly more expensive item, 

therefore, becomes a better in-

vestment than multiples of dupli-

cation that doesn’t advance a 

collection. 

 (Continued on page 4) 

 
Reviewing the AHPS Club exhibit 

 
John Barrett explaining his chemical 
testing 

 

 
At our AHPS seminar; Front (left to right): Cliff Armstrong, Dale Eggen, Bruce 
Marsden, Chic Berttolacci, John Kofranek, George Struble; Back: Welles Hoffman, 
Mike Gartzke, Mike Peter, Dick Hall, Roger Heath, John Barrett, John Schwenn, Fritz 
Graf, Dennis Fortney 
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Booklet panes No. 1 and 2*, one more time 
by Amédée Roueche 

This article was published in the SBZ 2018 No. 4  (27 March 2018).  Mr. Roueche died earlier this year; the 

article is reproduced here with the gracious consent of the SchweizerBriefmarken Zeitung (SBZ).  The 
translation is by Charles Scanio. 

Recently, we found a very interesting va-

riety of a stamp in booklet No. 2* (Figs. 1 

and 2).  This discovery corroborated the 

theory proposed by the Swiss stamp ex-

pert, Kurt Trüssel in 1984 and also in 1989 

(Fig. 3) in the SBZ (cf. SBZ 6/1984 and 

9/1989). 

This variety arises because the control 

mark (CM) was strongly displaced to the right.   

As the gutter was cut in half to make the sta-

pled booklet, the CM would normally be cut in 

half (#3, Fig. 3).  But because the CM was en-

tirely displaced to the right of the gutter, the 

entire CM was on one tab of the assembled and stapled 

booklet.  We concluded that the stamp in Fig. 4 was the 5th 

stamp (including the gutter) in the upper row of the sheet 

before it was cut into panes. This conclusion was based on 

the location of the staple hole as well the characteristic 

appearance of the upper left perforation remaining after 

the cut. 

In order to verify this explanation, Pierre Guinand 

provided us with a vertical pair (Figs. 5 and 6) with only 

one half of the CM on the tab. The position of the two 

holes left by the staple allowed us to confirm the location 

of the stamp in Fig. 4 on the sheet. 

 

Fig. 3.  Kurt Trussel’s Theory.  Illustration of where the sheet is cut to prepare booklet panes, showing the normal location  of 
the CM. 

1. Selvedge/tab. 

2. Upright stamps. 

3. Gutter 

4. Upside down stamps 

 

    
Figs. 1 and 2—Protective interleaves used between the panes 
when booklets 2 and 4 are assembled. 

 

 
  Fig. 4.  The variety discovered, with displaced CM 
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Pierre Guinand confirmed that 

this was the first time he had seen this 

variety on a stamp from booklet No. 2 – 

the 10 centime, Zumstein No. 61B 

(Scott 73). 

 

*Zumstein 1 and 2 (Markenheftchen) 

p.539, Band 1, 2000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

 Next year is INDYPEX Oct. 4 – 6, which 

means everyone has time to create an exhibit not 

only for yourself but also to share with all AHPS 

members who attend our national meeting. 

 

AHPS Board Meeting  

15 September 2018 

 Six Board members discussed various old 

and new business. 

 High on the discussion list: we confirmed 

there are sufficient ”literature” funds to continue 

our ongoing purchases of books to be made availa-

ble at the American Philatelic Research Library.  

Cheryl Ganz recommended we purchase the latest 

Swiss Postal Stationary Catalogue, which is a set 

of seven loose leaf binders in full color.  The order 

will be made in the near future.  Dick Hall said he 

had donated a copy of the latest Luftpost 

Handbuch to the APRL.  Any of you members who 

have wanted to borrow research books from the 

APRL but found that the book you wanted was not 

available should contact Dick Hall with your rec-

ommendation.  The purchase of missing books will 

be made and sent to the library.  One comment we 

have heard over the past two years is the cost of 

shipping from Switzerland.  We take this into con-

sideration when ordering. 

 The Board voted to expand the distribution 

of the Helvetia Philatelic Society-UK journal from 

‘opt in’ to ‘opt out’.  Therefore, more members will 

receive the publication free as part of their society 

membership.  If Dick Hall does not have your 

email address, contact him so you can receive this 

wonderful newsletter.  It’s free as part of your 

AHPS membership! 

 We have 202 members, and send TELL to 

22 complimentary subscriptions. 

 Bruce Marsden, our AHPS Treasurer re-

ported that the society purchased a $40,000 one-

year CD which will generate about $800.00 inter-

est.  I look at this as the financial equivalent of 

attracting 40 new members per year.  The society 

has sufficient available funds to cover our typical 

annual expenses. 

 Emil Tobler, our circuit book sales chair-

man, reported that no new circuit submissions 

have been made, even though last year a number 

of society members received empty books from 

him.  Folks, these books are supposed to be filled 

and returned to Emil for the ”circuit”.  There are 

buyers waiting for circuit books to arrive.  Those 

who wish to receive the books typically have specif-

ic requests, i.e.  Strubels, Standing Helvetia, Sol-

dier stamps, postage dues, semi-postals, etc, etc.  

Please try to combine related stamps into your 

books, rather than random all period books. 

 Gerry Diamond reports: 

Auction receipts are 10% ahead of a year ago and 

most items receive a starting bid of 10-25% of cata-

logue [Zumstein or Swiss Luftpost].  Better mate-

rial sells between 40-60% with approximately 70% 

of auction items selling.       (Continued on page 6) 

    
Figs. 5 and 6.  The examples furnished by Pierre Guinand, with the MC 
positioned normally 

If your sword's too short, add to its 

length by taking one step forward. 
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2019 Scott Catalog: Changes to Its Swiss Coverage 
by Richard T. Hall 

The Editors of the Scott Catalog have added several varieties in the 2019 Edition of their Standard 

Catalog.  These include: 

1. the four tête-bêche pairs of the grilled gum versions of the 1936 Landscape definitive series 

     5c blue green - smooth gum 35c, grilled gum $1 

     10c red violet  - (Type I) smooth gum, $1.60 grilled gum $6.00 

  (Type II) smooth gum not listed, grilled gum $4.00 

     20c Gotthard - smooth gum $29.00, grilled gum $4.50 

     (Catalog values for mint copies) 

2. the separation of the two types of the 10c 1936 Landscape definitive series overprinted for the League of 

Nations and for the International Labor Bureau 

      League of Nations 

     10c red violet - Type I smooth gum $8.00, grilled gum $6.00 

               Type II smooth gum $1.10, grilled gum $6.25 

     (Catalog values for used copies) 

      ILO 

     10c red violet - Type I smooth gum $2.75 grilled gum $1.25 

      Type II smooth gum $5.00 grilled gum does not exist 

     (Catalog values for mint copies) 

3. the addition of the inverted overprint on the 30c 1938 International Buildings overprinted for the 

League of Nations. 

     normal overprint $4.00 

     inverted overprint $2500.00 

     (Catalog values for mint copies) 

As far as catalogue value changes, according to the “What’s New” section of the catalog: 

“more than 3,500 value changes.  Decreases occur among unused stamps, increases 

are sprinkled throughout for used values.  The 1948 Lake of Santis definitive stamp 

(Scott 321) moves upward, from $11 unused in the 2018 Scott catalog to $14 in the 

2019 catalog, and from 75¢ used to $1.90. Back-of-the-book listings see a mix of in-

creases and decreases.  The 1945 3-franc + 7 fr blue gray Lifeboat Making a Rescue 

imperforate souvenir sheet (B143) jumps from $110 unused to $130, and from $225 

used to $240.” 

The early listings appear unchanged from 2018.   
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4.  The listings of the Standing Helvetias were revised in 2018 and are unchanged in the 2019 catalog.  

Scott now groups the various perforations, control marks, very similarly to the Zumstein listings.  The 

groupings for the Control Mark issues are: 

     Perf. 11½ - 11¾, Control Mark Type I 

     Perf. 11½ - 11¾, Control Mark Type II 

     Perf. 9½, Control Mark Type I 

     Perf. 11½ x 11, Control Mark Type I 

     Perf. 11½ x 11, Control Mark Type II 

     Perf. 11½ x 12, Control Mark Type II 

The groupings for the watermarked (1905 and later) issues are: 

     Perf. 11½ x 11, white paper 

     Perf. 11½, white paper 

     Perf. 11½ x 12, white paper 

     Perf. 11½ x 12, granite paper 

     Perf. 11½ x 11, granite paper 

This resulted in shuffling of the Scott numbers so that within a group the catalog numbers are not 

sequential, for example, one grouping’s catalog numbers run 82b, 94a, 95a, 84b, 96a, 87b, 97a, 88b. They 

kept the old catalog numbers but rearranged them more logically.  Scott should be congratulated for this 

effort.  It should make it easier to work with US dealers who don’t use Zumstein. 

 

President’s Message 
(Continued from page 4) 

Future auctions will include better flight covers 

and cantonals.  These items will be spread out into 

2019 auctions.  Gerry reports that most post-1940 

material does not sell, so if you are looking for 

stamps post 1940 contact Gerry and specifically 

tell what you are looking for so he can include 

those items in future auctions. 

Mike Peter was authorized to re-order 

AHPS exhibition medals for our national exhibi-

tions. 

 Future AHPS Meetings will be at the fol-

lowing venues: 

2019 - Indypex - 4 October - 6 October  

2020 - Philatelic Show, Boxborough 1 May - 3 May 

2021 - Westpex 23 April - 25 April 

2022 - St Louis 25 March - 27 March 

2023 - Considerations for NOJEX, NAPEX, or a 

Southeast show. 

 The Board has decided to invite a Swiss 

judge to participate on the jury at INDYPEX next 

year – presuming approval from INDYPEX and 

the APS.  Invitations will also go out to European 

Swiss collectors to exhibit and enjoy our AHPS 

hospitality. 

 As you see we have a thriving society with 

active members all over the country.  Not only 

that, three of our members are on the APS Board 

of Directors: Bob Zeigler is APS President, Bruce 

Marsden APS Treasurer, and Cheryl Ganz an APS 

Vice President. 

 Ballots for the next AHPS Board will be 

sent out with your annual membership renewal 

form.  I hope you all vote, and, when asked, offer 

any special services you can perform for the socie-

ty. 

  Roger Heath 
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The Régional des Brenets Railway 
by Roger Heath 

The History 

 Le Locle and Les Brenets are two communities in 

the Jura mountains only 2 air miles apart [Fig. 1]. 

 During the 19th century, they both developed as 

watch making centers settled by watchmakers who left 

France during the French Revolution.  Factories were 

built during the 19th century and the concentration of 

watchmakers contributed to these two communities be-

coming leading manufacturing centers, along with La 

Chaux-de-Fonds and Neuchâtel, which are in the same 

area. 

 In 1806 a road was built connecting Les Brenets 

with Le Locle.  Later in 1853 this route was proposed to 

be on the main rail route between Switzerland and 

Besançon, France, but the project failed.  The route – 

Chaux-de-Fonds, Le Locle, Besançon – was eventually 

established in 1884, bypassing Les Brenets.  The new 

route entered France through a 427 meter tunnel at Le Col 

de Roche and continued to Besançon via Morteau.   

 Les Brenets was, therefore, left with no rail connection to 

the outside world.  Six years later in 1890 this was finally re-

solved with the formation of the Chemin de fer Régional des 

Brenets and the construction of the narrow [1 meter] gauge rail-

way between Le Locle and Les Brenets.  The 4.1km [2.55 miles] 

route goes through two tunnels – Tunnel Petits-Monts [721 me-

ters] and Tunnel Châtelard [299 meters].  The elevation change is 

72m [237 ft] downhill from Le Locle to Les Brenets.  There are 

but two stops on the route, Les Frètes and Le Chalet, both mere 

shelters rather than stations! 

  Three locomotives were ordered in 1890 and used until 

electrification in 1950.  The railway had eight passenger and two 

freight cars.  All three locomotives survive.  One is fully restored; 

it can be seen at the Blonay-Chamby Rail Museum [Fig. 2]. 

 To view the route from the driver’s point of view from 

Les Brenets to Le Locle with a request stop at Les Frêtes, watch 

this video: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm-tj0FBGBI 

 

The Cancellers 

 For the first 10 years it appears mail from Les 

Brenets was handled by the Les Brenets post office [Fig. 3] 

and bagged for transit to the Le Locle post office.  There is 

no evidence that this card went by rail, but rail was the 

quickest and most direct route to Le Locle.   

 In 1901 a straight line device [Fig. 4] measuring 

4.25 x 33.75mm was issued to the railway.  The violet ‘LES 

BRENETS’ indicates that items were posted and placed on 

board the train at this train station.  It is of interest that Am-

bulant cancellers No 9, No 10, and No 12 are not the Les 

Author’s note: I first thought to write a short arti-

cle about a railway only 2.5 miles long. What could 

be simpler? Laying out the items from my collec-

tion, I discovered a much more complex story. 

 

 
Fig. 1.  Map of Regional des Brenets. 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Brenets, 21 September 1900, to Locle. 

 

 
Fig. 2.  1890 locomotive ‘Le Doub’ retired in 1950 due to 
electrification of the railway and seen today at the 
Blonay–Chamby Railway Museum. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm-tj0FBGBI
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Brenets-Locle route.  They were used on rail routes that transited Le Locle station, suggesting that mail on board the Les 

Brenets trains must have been sorted at the Locle train station where it was then placed aboard the appropriate train, de-

pending on direction and final destination. 

 An example of this sorting is shown on the postcard destined for Belfort, France which received an Ambulant No 

12 cancel [Fig. 4].  Also, two items were placed on trains using cancellers Ambulant No 10 [Fig. 5 and Fig. 6], with the 

destinations of Chaux-de-Fonds and Lausanne.  Another pair of postcards in my collection, one dated 18 August 1902 and 

the other 23 October 1905, show the Les Brenets straight line in combination with the Chaux de Fonds - Morteau Amb 

No.23 canceller.  They were taken from Les Brenets to the Le Locle station and transferred to the Swiss train headed into 

France and date stamped on that train.[Fig. 7 and Fig. 8]  These have the added French ‘LOCLE a MORTEAU’ ambulant 

transit date stamp. 

 

 
Fig. 4.  SL Les Brenets transit Ambulant No 12, 4 July 1901, 
to Belfort, France. 

 

 

 
Fig. 5.  SL Les Brenets transit Ambulant No 10, 8 August 1901 
to Lausanne. 

 
Fig. 7.  SL Les Brenets transit Chaux de Fonds–Morteau, 18 
August 1902, to Lyon, France. 

 
Fig. 6.  SL Les Brenets transit Ambulant No 10, 5 May 1905 to 
Chaux-de-Fonds. 

 

 
Fig. 9.  SL Les Brenets transit Ambulant No 9, 2 July 1906, to 
Paris, France. 

 

 

 
Fig. 8.  SL Les Brenets transit Chaux de Fonds–Morteau, 23 
September 1905, to Pont-Saint-Esprit, France. 
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 In 1906 a new straight line device, slightly longer at 4.5 x 34.5mm, replaced the first ‘LES BRENETS’ device, and 

the ink color changed to red violet.  The two examples illustrated are both addressed to France but were handled differently.  

The postcard in figure 9 received the Les Brenets mark, and at Le Locle station was placed on a train for Paris which used 

the Ambulant No 9 canceller.  This item transited one of two routes, either via Neuchatel and Pontarlier, or via Morteau and 

Besançon.  The other card [Fig. 10] received the red violet straight line mark but did not receive an ambulant date stamp.  

The card was directed to the Locle post office where the stamp was cancelled.  The most likely reason is the marking 

‘Affranchissement au verso” [stamp on other side] which is seen often on postcards where the sender placed the stamp on 

the picture side.   Regulations required this marking, and probably a device was unavailable at the Locle train station, there-

fore, directed to the main post office for processing. 

 There was a straight line device issued for ‘LES 

FRÊTES’, a request stop between Les Brenets and Le Locle.  

This must be an extremely rare marking as the stop was not a station.  In 2014 a report stated that only 55 residents lived 

within 500 meters of the stop.  There is no reason to believe the density was any different in 1906.  No marking is known 

for the request stop at Le Chalet only 600 meters from the Le Locle station.  These are the only intermediate stops on the 

Regional Brenets-Locle railway. 

 On 20 August 1906, a new circular date stamp was received by the railway, ‘REGIONAL BRENET-LOCLE’.  I 

have not seen any examples of this device and I’m not sure whether it was placed in service.  Why? The name Brenets was 

misspelled ‘BRENET’. 

 A replacement was made and issued two months later on 4 October 1906, ‘REGIONAL BRENETS-LOCLE’.  This 

canceller design was of the relatively new de Coppet type of canceller made by Güller.  Items posted at the station or 

aboard the train no longer needed the straight line marking as the new canceller itself both identified where the postal item 

entered the mail stream and added the date to the item.  A domestic postcard to Geneva [Fig. 11] shows this canceller used 

 
Fig. 10.  SL Les Brenets transit Locle, 4 September 1906, to 
Dijon, France, forwarded to Villers la Faye. 

 

 
Fig. 11.  Regional Brenets–Locle, 7 September 1907, to Geneve. 

 

 
Fig. 13.  Locle–Brenets Poste Amb., 21 August 1910, to 
Arcenant par Meuilley, France. This card also has a 5 centimes 
stamp on the picture side and a short message but was not 
penalized with postage due. 

 

 
Fig. 12.  Regional Brenets–Locle, 10 August 1909, to 
Divonne-les-Bains, France. Sender intended to use the print-
ed matter rate.  [5 centimes stamp on picture side of card.]  
S/he met the brief message requirement, but did not  cross 
out ”Carte Postale” nor add ”Imprimé”.  Postage due 5 cen-
times plus 5 centimes penalty. 
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in late 1907.  This device was expected to survive for a long time, and an example in my collection indicates no damage to 

the canceller in 1909 [Fig. 12].  

 Something happened in 1910; either the canceller broke or was lost, requiring a new device to be issued to the 

railway.  The new device, ‘LOCLE-BRENETS POST AMB.’ was different.  It was issued 3 May 1910 and was typical of 

second class cancellers in that it had a fixed head, not a flexible-head per de Coppet.  It was unique in that it’s the only 

railway canceller issued with fleuron decorations [Fig. 13].  Most of the examples I have seen have weak strikes.   

 Figure 14 shows this new canceller alongside a new straight line ‘BRENETS’ which seems to have been issued 

after 1910.  This straight line ‘BRENETS’ was used much longer than other straight line station marks throughout the coun-

try.  I am unable to discover the last uses of either of these devices, my latest use being 22 July 1918 [Fig. 15]. 

 
Fig. 15.  SL Brenets transit Locle–Brenets Poste Amb., 22 July 
1918, to Eplatures, Chaux-de-Fonds. 

 

 

 

Fig. 16.  SL Le Locle transit Brenets, 20 January 1904 to 

La Saignotte, Brenets. 

 

 
Fig. 14.  SL Brenets transit Locle–Brenets Poste Amb., 20 June 
1912, to Vingeanne, France. 

 

 

 
Fig. 17.  Les Brenets 7 September 1915 to Lucerne, SL 

Régional des Brenets. 
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 There are two items that do not fit the sequence of the narrative.  Figure 16 was mailed 20 January 1904 at the LE 

LOCLE station, addressed to a neighborhood of Les Brenets.  It was carried on the train to the Les Brenets station, then 

transferred to the Les Brenets post office where it received the Brenets post office date stamp.  This was the correct proce-

dure since the railway date stamp was not issued until 1906.  Most items found from Le Locle were mailed at the Locle post 

office, the main reason being, I think, that it was easier to walk to the post office than take a steep walk up to the train sta-

tion.  Nearly all ‘LOCLE’ straight line marks found during this period are found with the Ambulant No 10 date stamp 

meaning they were going out of town on the same train route. 

 Figure 17, a wrapper dated 7 September 1915 and addressed to Lucerne, was canceled with the Les Brenets post 

office fleuron canceller issued 30 July 1910.  Of interest is the recipient, whose address I interpret to be ‘Employé CFF’.  

This would make him a railway employee.  The ‘REGIONAL DES BRENETS’ (4 x 57mm) could be a straight line device 

not normally used on postal items, but rather on official railway documents.  In this case it could have been used as a return 

address.  It is the only example I’ve found, so any other explanations are welcome.  Examples shown above [Fig. 14 and 

15] have the single word ‘BRENETS’ which straddle this 1915 date. 

As you see, this is a long story for a short line – more complex and intriguing than anticipated.  Corrections and additional 

information are welcomed by the author. 

 

References: 
https://www.geschichte-schweiz.ch/verkehr.html 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligne_Le_Locle_–_Les_Brenets 

http://blonay-chamby.ch/fr/la-collection/ 

http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/d/D2840.php 

http://www.bahndaten.ch/content/bahnen-detail/135/regional-des-brenets-brenets-locle 

 

Ganz, Felix, Postal Cancellations and Markings in Switzerland, American Helvetia Philatelic Society, 1994. 

Güller Stempelbücher, Band IV Büch 6, Consilium Philateliae Helvetica, 1999. 

 

Switzerland on Display 

(Continued from page 2) 

Large Gold-Multi-Frame Exhibits: 

George Struble – “Development of Swiss Airmail 

up to 1939” also AAPE Epilogue Award and AHPS 

Gold 

George Struble – “SCADTA Mail to and from Swit-

zerland” also AAMS award and AHPS Felix Ganz 

Grand 

Greg Galletti – “The League of Nations – The War 

Years” also AHPS Bronze Medal 

Michael Peter – “Test Drops during the Graf Zeppe-

lin’s Flights over Switzerland in 1929” also AHPS 

Silver 

Bruce Marsden – “Switzerland 1949 Engineering 

and Landscapes Issue – Rates, Destinations, and 

Usages” 

Gold Multi-Frame Exhibits: 

Richard Hall – “The Philatelic Aspects of the 1939 

Swiss National Exhibition – The “Landi”” 

Roger Heath – “Refused Mail of Switzerland” 

Single Frame Large Gold: 

Michael Peter – “The Stones of a Swiss Classic –

The Light Blue Rayon I” also AHPS Single Frame 

Grand 

Bruce Marsden – “Switzerland Pro Juventute 

1912-1913 Forerunners and First Issue” also APS 

Award of Excellence 

 

In addition to the above exhibits, other AHPS 

members (and wife) had exhibits of interest at 

SEAPEX as follows: 

Charles LaBlonde – “The Postal History of the Goa 

World War II Internee Mail”- Gold 

Clifford Armstrong – “Washington State Apple Tax 

Stamp” – Large Vermeil 

Clifford Armstrong – “The American Lighthouse” – 

Silver 

Michael Peter – “The Berlin Pneumatic Post 

(Rohrpost) 1876-1944” – Large Gold 

Tiffany Peter – “Racism” – Large Silver, AAPE 

Novice Award and Puget Sound Collectors Club 

Novice Award 

https://www.geschichte-schweiz.ch/verkehr.html
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligne_Le_Locle_%E2%80%93_Les_Brenets
http://blonay-chamby.ch/fr/la-collection/
http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/d/D2840.php
http://www.bahndaten.ch/content/bahnen-detail/135/regional-des-brenets-brenets-locle
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, CPhH 

Fritz Graf and I were talking at SEAPEX about a problem with the lack of agreement of the catalog 

numbers in the Zumstein and SBK catalogs.  Up until now the SBK catalog followed the Zumstein catalog 

numbers.  The problem arose with the re-release of the 60c Lac de Tanay stamp in 2015.  Zumstein lists it 

as a new stamp in its chronological position with catalog number 1570 (the original stamp’s catalog num-

ber is 837).  The problem is that the SBK lists it as a lettered variety of the 837 stamp.  The next stamp in 

the catalogs is the Divertimento issue of November 12, 2015.  The Zumstein catalog number for the Diver-

timento stamp is 1571; in the SBK catalog it is 1570. Which means that the catalog numbers of all stamps 

(non-semipostals) issued after November 2015 differ by one between the two catalogs, a clearly untenable 

situation.  The two catalogs need to come to some agreement on how to list the Lac de Tanay stamp and get 

the numbers back in synch!  By the way, did you know that the SBK catalog has been split into three cata-

logs for 2019 – Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and UN Geneva. 

 

Since my list of post office closings in my last column was short because of a delay in SwissPost 

publishing their PhilaNews, this column’s listing is very long.  I have the quantities issued for the issues of 

2016 but I’ll save that for the next column.  Here’s the long list of post office closings for late August to ear-

ly November: 

1.  On August 18, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

3706 Leissigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3800 Interlaken] [K-cancel K1360 was last used on that date] 

8718 Schänis (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen (canton Glarus)!]  

[K-cancel K1166 was last used on that date] 

9658 Wildhaus (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9657 Unterwasser]  

[K-cancel K605a was last used on that date] 

2.  On August 25, 2018, the post office at 8913 Ottenbach (canton Zürich) was closed   

             assumed by 8910 Affoltern am Albis] 

3.  On August 31, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

3067 Boll (canton Bern) [assumed by 3076 Worb] 

3963 Crans-Montana 2 (canton Valais) [assumed by 3963 Crans-Montana 1] 

3625 Heiligenschwendi (canton Bern) [assumed by 3612 Steffisburg]  

[K-cancel K500 was last used on that date after 49 years of service] 

5022 Rombach (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5000 Aarau] 

4.  On September 1, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

2923 Courtemaîche (canton Jura) [assumed by 2900 Porrentruy] 

5274 Mettau (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5303 Würenlingen]  

[K-cancel K988a was last used on that date] 

2314 La Sagne (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2400 Le Locle] 

5.  On September 7, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

1070 Puidoux (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1071 Chexbres] 

1713 St. Antoni (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1712 Tafers] 

6214 Schenkon (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6210 Sursee] 

1752 Villars-sur-Glâne (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

6.  On September 8, 2018, the post office at 1116 Cottens (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1143 Apples] 

7.  On September 14, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

1588 Cudrefin (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1580 Avenches] [K-cancel K1595 was last used on that date] 

1032 Romanel-sur-Lausanne (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1033 Cheseaux-sur-Lausanne]  

[K-cancel K1150 was last used on that date] 

8.  On September 15, 2018, the post office at 6659 Camedo (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6670 Avegno] 

9.  On September 22, 2018, the post office at 6415 Arth (canton Schwyz) [assumed by 6410 Goldau]  

[K-cancel K1379 was last used on that date] 
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10.  On September 28, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

6375 Beckenried (canton Nidwalden) [assumed by 6374 Buochs]  

[K-cancel K384 was last used on that date after 53 years of service] 

1976 Erde (canton Valais) [assumed by 1964 Conthey]  

5013 Niedergösgen (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 5012 Schönenwerd]  

[K-cancel K1161 was last used on that date] 

11.  On September 29, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

5412 Gebenstorf (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5300 Turgi] [K-cancel K1543 was last used on that date] 

9425 Thal (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9424 Rheineck] 

12.  On October 2, 2018, the post office at 8783 Linthal (canton Glarus) was closed  

[assumed by 8762 Schwanden] [K-cancel K 613 was last used on that date after 44 years of service] 

13.  On October 5, 2018, the post office at 4554 Etziken (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4553 Subingen]  

[K-cancel K1434 was last used on that date] 

14.  On October 6, 2018, the post office at 8500 Frauenfeld 2 Talbach (canton Thurgau)  

[assumed by 8500 Frauenfeld 1] 

15. On October 12, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

6022 Grosswangen (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6130 Willisau] 

2523 Lignières (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2525 La Landeron]  

[K-cancel K1160 was last used on that date] 

8204 Schaffhausen 4 Breite (canton Schaffhausen) [assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen, Ebnatstrasse 125] 

16. On October 13, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

2906 Chevenez (canton Jura) [assumed by 2900 Porrentruy] [K-cancel K1463 was last used on that date] 

8503 Frauenfeld 3 Kurzdorf (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8500 Frauenfeld 1] 

3662 Seftigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3661 Uetendorf] [K-cancel K1016a was last used on that date] 

17.  On October 19, 2018, the post office at 2829 Vermes (canton Jura) was closed [assumed by 2800 Delémont] 

18.  On October 27, 2018, the post office at 8492 Wila (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8488 Turbenthal] 

19.  On November 2, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

7536 Sta. Maria Val Müstair (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7537 Müstair]  

[K-cancel K308c was last used on that date] 

8203 Schaffhausen 3 Buchthalen (canton Schaffhausen) [assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen 1]  

[K-cancel K918 was last used on that date] 

20.  On November 3, 2018, the post office at 9533 Kirchberg (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

[assumed by 9602 Bazenheid] [K-cancel K352a was last used on that date after 47 years of service] 

21.  On November 6, 2018, the post office at 9214 Kradolf-Schönenberg (canton Thurgau) was closed  

[assumed by 8583 Sulgen] [K-cancel K1570 was last used on that date]  

22.  On November 7, 2018, the post office at 7457 Bivio (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7460 Savognin]  

[K-cancel K562a was last used on that date] 

23.  On November 9, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

3000 Bern 25 Spitalacker (canton Bern) [assumed by 3071 Ostermundigen] 

2743 Eschert (canton Bern) [assumed by 2740 Moutier] [K-cancel K767a was last used on that date] 

3800 Matten bei Interlaken (canton Bern) [assumed by 3800 Interlaken]  

 

Good to Know!   
(continued from page 1)  the two colours (pale-blue underprint and deeper blue figure and lettering) in the-

se stamps is often poor, resulting in many stamps with a marked shift (up or down, left or right) between 

the two colours.  When in die I stamps the underprint is shifted upwards, the two (or one) dashes beneath 

the “T” crossbar can disappear into the deeper colour of the crossbar, but in such cases the 8 lines inside 

the “V” will be clearly visible, while on the other hand with a downward shift of the pale-blue underprint, 

the eighth and lowest of the shading lines inside the “V” can disappear into the bottom of the “V” itself, 

leaving only 7 shading lines visible – but the dashes under the “T” crossbar will then be clearly visible. 
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A Little Gem 
by Charles J. LaBlonde 

 One of the joys of collecting covers 

is to discover an item that looked just 

“okay” on eBay turning out to be something 

special upon arrival.  For an example of 

this, here is a small letter from Murten to 

Liverpool from the late 1944 period. 

 The letter is paid for air transport 

as follows: 30 centimes for the letter itself + 

20 centimes air mail surcharge = 50 cen-

times total.  This amount is paid with one 

of those dark Swiss stamps of the 1940s 

that  make reading postmark dates a seri-

ous challenge.  But here one can make out 

a date of 8 November 1944.  What stands 

out on the front of the letter is the purple 

script that reads: “via Deutschland - 

Schweden.” What is this all about? 

 We recall that after October 1944 

Swiss mail to the west was at  a standstill.  

In late September and early October 1944 

Switzerland had attempted to send mail 

via PTT lorry across France and Spain to 

Lisbon.  This idea did not work very well 

because of the fighting taking place in 

France.  The Allies asked Switzerland to 

remain out of the way for a bit longer.  

 This meant that the only way for a 

letter to travel from Switzerland to Great 

Britain was to the north via Germany and 

Sweden.  Because this route entailed Nazi 

censorship, it was only used by the Swiss 

PTT upon specific instructions from the 

sender.  The purple endorsement by the 

post office clerk indicated that the sender 

had requested and agreed to the routing. 

 The letter went by train to Berlin 

where the German censor had a look at it.  Late in the war, as things were going poorly for Germany, Hit-

ler demanded a more rigid censorship operation, with the SS in charge of many censorship stations.  The 

letter was opened, read, then closed with the usual Berlin (b) tape reading “Obercommando der Wehr-

macht” or “German Army.”  But of real interest are the red markings tying the tape that  read 

“Zensurstelle gepruft.”  This is the SS censor marking that is quite rare, having been used only September 

1944 to April 1945.  The red number 767 on the front of the cover is the SS serial number for this particu-

lar piece of mail.  

 Of course, when the letter reached GB the censor there wished to have a look at  it.  Censor 5835 

worked in London at that time and was a very courteous person.  At  the top right of the backside we see 

that  the censor tried to recreate the return address of the letter on top of the censor tape that  had covered 

a portion of the return address.  The censor writing does not quite coincide with the original return ad-

dress, but it is perhaps the thought that counts!  Difficult to see in the illustration of the reverse side is the 

fact that the lower 90% of the GB censor tape is loose and still has its gum. 

 Truly a little gem, with many stories to tell. 
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